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Sir: 

The decision on petition dated 4/28/04 appears non-responsive 
to the petition filed on 12/19/2003. 

At page 2 of the decision, the Director finds that "... 
applicant has not pointed to any portion of the specification that 
shows specifically what structure is used to store the list of raw 
materials in the computer. ..." 

However, the petition at page 4 expressly states that: 

Claim 22 initially recites means 104,106,112 [page 5, 
11. 39 + ] for storing [page 6, 11 ♦ 8 + ] in a computer system 
100 [page 5, 11. 29+] a list of different raw materials 306 
[page 4, line 5; page 5, line 10; and page 9, 11. 22+], with 
each of the raw materials having various customer application 
criteria 3 04 stored therewith [page 3, 11. 17+; page 5, 11. 
3+; page 9, 11. 22 + ], and the criteria being indicative of 
intended application of the raw material in a product [page 
1, 11. 18+ & 28+; page 2, 11. 2+ & 8+; and page 11, 11. 1+]. 

Similarly, the petition additionally specifies "exactly what 
structure" is used for each of the additional means-for elements 
recited in claim 22. 

It is therefore not understood why the Director has failed to 
afford any weight to this express support in the specification, 
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nor why the Director has not even recognized this expressly 
provided support, and then challenged the sufficiency thereof. 

However, since the basis for the objection to claim 22 as 
found in para. 4 of the 10/22/03 final office action is 
substantively the same as the basis for the rejection of claim 22 
under Section 112 as presented in para. 6.b., it would appear that 
this issue is now within the jurisdiction of the Board of Appeals, 
and applicant will now await their decision, without acquiescing 
in the decision on petition. 

The Director has indicated that "applicant must make the 
necessary amendments to the specification, " which will now await 
the decision by the Board of Appeals to determine what amendments, 
if any, will be deemed necessary following the decision by the 
Board of Appeals. 

Applicant therefore reserves the right to make any necessary 
amendments to the specification following the decision on appeal. 

Regarding the objection to the drawings, the petition 
traversed the need ab initio to amend the drawings. 

Although the Director indicated that the proposed corrections 
were acceptable but inadvertently omitted from the multiple office 
actions, the traverse was not addressed by either the examiner or 
the Director, and therefore the drawing objection remains 
unsubstantiated* 

However, in order to reduce issues, the drawing amendment 
will be filed, without prejudice. 



Respectfully submitted, 
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